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008 was the 20th anniversary of the Falkenhorst Picnic. What started as a small
gathering of MBCA friends from the Northern New Jersey Section back in 1988 has
grown into a large scale regional event incorporating a people’s choice car show and the
Jersey Lawn Sprints. The latter is the Mercedes-Benz Club’s only dirt track autocross.
Falkenhorst is an eighteenth century farm
located in west-central New Jersey. The
property belongs to a long standing MBCA
member and is geologically located in territory claimed by Northern New Jersey, South
Jersey and the Delaware Valley. In recent
years it has been attended by members from
these three sections as well as Keystone,
Northeast Pennsylvania, Greater Washington, Central Virginia as well as other sections. This year leaders of the Northern
New Jersey (NNJS) and South Jersey Sections (SJS) handled all of the organization
and preparation.

seven categories. The Lawn Sprints, which
had about a dozen participants, were laid
out on the back ten acres by Robert Fini of
SJS. Autocross cones were set up around a
rough-cut field and vehicles of all types followed the course while being timed by a
stopwatch. Dry conditions made for a brisk
pace.

Falkenhorst was built in the mid 18th century by the 1st cousins of John Hart, one of
New Jersey’s signers of the Declaration of
Independence. It has long been rumored
that John Hart’s gold is to be found somewhere on the property. While that treasure
has never been located,
on September 20th a
treasure-trove of silver
stars was very much in
evidence. Falkenhorst
was a station on the
“underground railroad”
smuggling escaped slaves
Members arrived with items for our annual
to freedom in the north
charity Silent Auction and Nora Ochwat had
during the years immeditables set up inside Falkenhorst to display
ately prior to the Civil
them. This year we realized $225.00 which
War. In the spirit of
will be sent to FREEDOM ALLIANCE, a
freedom the Falkenhorst
foundation that awards college scholarships picnic has always been a free event with parto children of our military who are disabled
ticipants encouraged to bring pot luck covand those who have made the supreme sacri- ered dishes to share with fellow members.
fice. Loni Spingarn ran a very successful
There has always been an abundance of deli50/50 after lunch. The proceeds were dicious food, supplemented by fine hotdogs and
vided between the lucky winner, with the
hamburgers provided by the Northern New
other half going to NNJS and SJS to cover
Jersey Section and soft drinks courtesy of
some of the costs of the food and beverages.
the South Jersey Section. The individuals
who participated in the Jersey Lawn Sprints
Doug Ochwat, president of NNJS presented were as follows: Jim Beck, John Bleimaier,
John Bleimaier with a special plaque and a
Leesa & Rob Fini, Christine Friello, Mike
1/43 model which is an exact replica of his
Parlato. And very special thanks to Larry
well known white with red interior finback. Taylor for setting up and manning the timIt was presented to John for hosting this
ing equipment. Both the Northern New Jerpopular event for the past 20 years.
sey Section and South Jersey Section look
forward to next year and hope for participaver 40 Starships competed in the peotion from an ever wider circle of MBCA
ple’s choice car show. Classes ranged
sections. Doug Ochwat & John Bleimaier
from classic to contemporary. Prizes were
st
nd
won by 21 participants, for 1 , 2 and 3rd in Please see photos by Carl Schwartz on Pg. 3
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From the President - Doug Ochwat

L

ast month I welcomed Dave Hall as our new membership chairman. This month I’m welcoming
Jim Potts as our new Driving Chairman. I first met Jim on the Route 6 trip during MBCA’s 50th
Anniversary celebration. I have no doubt Jim will bring us some excellent driving events in 2009.
Speaking of 2009, the leadership group of NNJS met in early October to start planning 2009. Tentatively, we hope to have an event at our newest Mercedes-Benz dealer in Flemington, NJ, a March
introduction of the GLK at Benzel Busch, a spring rallye, a fall foliage drive, along with our 46th Annual June Jamboree and the 21st Annual Regional Picnic. In addition we’ll be doing some “Tire kicking”, and we hope to arrange for an “open board meeting” (everyone welcome). There’s more too, but that can wait
for future newsletters.
I’d like to close by first telling you it’s still not too late to sign up for the November 20th in Cape May weekend. Just
give Nora a call. Second, we’re having our annual Christmas and Holiday party at San Carlo in Lyndhurst. It’s a
great time to attend a very nice social event. In addition, we’ll be presenting 5, 10, 15, etc., membership pins along
with recognizing our annual Member of the Year, so come on out and enjoy the festivities.

FOR SALE: Four (4) Snowtrac VREDESTEIN tires 205/65 R15 94 M+S with OEM MB 420SEL
1987 wheels for sale, US$125. each or US$450. for 4, or best offer.
e-mail: margret@konradmachinery.com

Tel.: 973-209-6330

FOR SALE: WHEELS 8-hole late 126 style Mille Miglia replica, 16", good shape, set/4
$180. 7-spoke SLK/ML style, 16" set/4 with Yokohama Avid V4 tires, excellent,
$400. H&R rear lowering springs for 126 SEC, new in box, $150. Many owner's &
maintenance manuals, email with needs, $15 each ppd. Mike Tortorella,
w2iy@verizon.net
FOR SALE: Four very used alloy wheels, Part# 1264004102, 6 ½ X 15,which will fit 300/420/560 SE/L/C/SL
from 1986 to 1991. I used them on my 1985 300SD for Snow Tires. $ 80 for all 4. One used alloy wheel, in
almost new condition, was used only as spare, Part# 1264002102, 6 ½ X 14 which will fit 300SD/380/500
SE/L/C from 1981 to 1985, $50. Andreas Molde 973-328-4836 amh86@optonline.net
FOR SALE: 1962 190SL Roadster, One owner last 44 years. Original
57,163 miles. Newer top & interior, older re-paint.
Original Solex carbs, clock, radio, most service records since 1963.
Needs TLC. $35,000.
Andy Permison thepermitage@comcast.net 973-379-7283

FOR SALE: 1995 E320 Station Wagon, Rare imperial red, parchment leather interiorclean! Excellent running condition, new head gaskets and wiring harness. 82,000
original miles. Future Classic! $7,500.
Andy Permison thepermitage@comcast.net 973-379-7283
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Classic Coach Works

Restorer specializing in Mercedes-Benz
and other classic cars
Catering to private collectors at their home, garage
or workshop for over 30 years
in Pennsylvania and New Jersey
Metal finishing and fabricating of complete
body and body car parts
Lead work - no plastic used
30 miles radius of New Hope, PA
Cars worked on:
1937 230 Roadster, 1950’s 300 SL,
1953 300 S Coupe, 1956 220 Sedan, 1953 220 Cabriolet
John Tricarico

215-297-5843
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T

he Marquis De Lafayette Hotel in Cape May, NJ is the scene of our November getaway. November 21st to the
23rd, the weekend before Thanksgiving, is the weekend to be in Cape May as it is the Annual Holiday Preview
weekend in Cape May with the lighting of the tree at the Emlen Physick estate on Saturday evening. The estate is
decked out with thousands of lights and holiday trimmings designed to get one and all in the holiday spirit. For anyone who may want an extended getaway I have secured a block of rooms at the hotel from November 20th through
November 24th.

You are responsible for your own reservation. The hotel number is 800-257-0432. You
must ask for Joan Haber at ext. 151 when making your reservations and tell her you are
with the Mercedes-Benz NNJS. If you do not ask for Joan, you will not get the discounted
rate. A three night stay is heavily discounted. For a three night stay, a room with two double beds is $124.00 per night; the suite with a king bed, sitting area and kitchenette is
$154.00 per night. A two night stay for a room with two double beds is $174.00 per night,
while the suite for a two night stay is $204.00 per night. Rates are based on double occupancy. All rooms are equipped with coffee maker, small refrigerator and microwave.
Breakfast is included. Every room has an ocean view.
The hotel is pet friendly. An additional fee of $20.00 per night is expected at sign in as is a $100.00 cash security deposit. A credit card will hold your reservation. Approximately 30 days prior to your check-in your reservation will be
charged to your card. Cancellation prior to 30 days will have no cancellation fee. Other rules for cancellation, and the
timing of the cancellation, are reasonable. If you have questions on their policy please call me 908-852-7772.
Friday the 21st and Saturday the 22nd are planned group dinners.
The hotel is on Beach Avenue, across the street from the ocean, so even in November a stroll along the beach is possible since the weather is still mild there. Many nice shops are open and within walking distance of the hotel to start
your holiday shopping or just browse. Scheduled trolley rides take you through the Victorian streets of Cape May and
there are walking tours of the town and tours through some of the old magnificent Victorian homes. Do everything
scheduled or do absolutely nothing but relax, the choice is yours.
Please note, if you wait until the week before the event to make reservations you will not get a room/suite or the special rates quoted above.
A registration fee of $10.00 per person (20.00 per couple) is payable to NNJS MBUSA and sent to Lucille Chabala.
Please see registration form below. If I can be of assistance, please do not hesitate to call me at 908-852-7772.
Nora Ochwat

A registration fee of $10.00 per person (20.00 per couple) is payable to NNJS MBUSA and sent to Lucille Chabala. You are responsible for your own reservation. The hotel number is 800-257-0432. You must ask for
Joan Haber at ext. 151 when making your reservations and tell her you are with the Mercedes-Benz NNJS
Name:_________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail:______________________________________ No. of people attending @ $10.00/person:___________________
Lucille Chabala at LuluChab@aol.com or 973-731-9133
6 Brook Way

West Orange, NJ 07052
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R

ecruitment of new members is the “life-blood” of any organization. New membership ensures that our club will
grow and continue to serve the many Mercedes-Benz enthusiasts in the northern part of our Garden State. Our
members should be aware of the numerous activities we sponsor, including Tech Sessions, “Tire Kicking Sessions”,
Car Shows-both Popular and Concours, Road Rallyes and Driving Tours, to name a few.

We are pleased to announce that Dave Hall, davideo@comcast.net has been appointed New Member Chairman and
request that you read what he has to say about his membership experience.
“I'm Dave Hall, newly appointed Membership Chairman, and I guess you would call me a "car guy". My current
CLK500 cabriolet is my first Mercedes, and also the very first car I've ever owned that doesn't have a stick shift. One of
my biggest loves is Formula 1 racing. I've been to several races in Montreal and also Indianapolis. My first meeting
with the club was at the tire kicking session this past winter in Roxbury, NJ. (I think that was January...) I was very
impressed how everyone I spoke to was very open and inviting - not "good 'ol boys" club by any means. I've tried to go
to every get together since then, but have had to miss a couple due to working. I am a videographer and video producer.
In July, I got to shoot three days in Hershey, PA for Cynthia Wade, who just won the Academy Award for Best Short
Documentary, “Freeheld”... that was exciting. She also won at the Sundance Film Festival in '07. I look forward to
meeting everyone I haven't met yet, and figure I'm a good person to greet other new members, since I'm one myself!
Dave looks forward to greeting you at any of our varied events. Please make a point of attending.
We also are pleased to announce the appointment of Jim Potts, Jpotts24@comcast.net as our Driving Committee
Chairman. You will be hearing more from Jim in upcoming issues as we plan our spring driving events. Editor

Elizabeth Berkley

Marty Flynn

Laura Mamadopoulos

Curt Bradbury

Joseph Gulinello

William Nelson

Gunther Bilali

Tom & Kathy Iandiorio

Lawrence Roberts &

Louis Dangeli

Stuart Jensen

Rosanna Lucotti-Roberts

Roger Day

Maxi Joseph

Lawrence Peck

John & Sarah Donnangelo

Brian Kirby

David & Christopher Salvatore

Kim Ekstroem

David & Dona Kisley

Claire & Philip Santaniello

Reminder:

Reminder:

All submissions for the next Star Tracks 2008
issue must be received by Ken Spingarn
khs@openix.com by December 15, 2008

Did you know that For Sale ad submissions are free for members? All that is
necessary is for you to email your ad to
the editor by the15th of the month prior to
publication. You may include one or two
digital photos with your ad.

We need your email address

www.mbca.org/northern
_new_jersey/nnjmbca.html

If you have not received NNJS notifications
via email, please send your email address to
JosephGrattan@aol.com

Click to follow link

khs@openix.com

V O LU M E 4 I S S U E 6

STAR TRACKS 2008

PAGE 6

STAR TRACKS 2008

V O LU M E 4 I S S U E 6

PAGE 7

This is to state that I, Tito Krishnamurthy, President of Deutsche
Autohaus Corp., in Wayne, N.J.
have not been available at
Deutsche Autohaus to service Mercedes cars from Nov. 2007 to date.
I am not responsible for any issues
arising during my absence. I can be
reached at 201-303-2728 for any
MB technical issues using my factory-trained (Stuttgart) MercedesBenz expertise.
THE FOREGOING IS A
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Vice President’s Message…….Andreas Molde

I

t’s already November and the end of the year is closing in fast. Looking back, it has been a great
year, not on Wall or Main Street, but for our club.

It is safe to say that we had more events than ever before, but most of all there were a lot of participants and at some of them, in record numbers. A few, but not all, that come to mind are the
Smart Car Intro at Benzel Busch, the June Jamboree, in its 45th year and the annual September
Picnic, in its 20th year, at John Bleimaier’s estate. It is always a pleasure to see familiar faces at
these events in their continued support of our club, but I was particularly happy to see new faces at every event I
attended. ALL members are the backbone of this or any other car club and your participation is appreciated and
our key to success. New ideas and suggestions are always welcome and I hope you take the opportunity to join us
at our first” Open to members” Board Meeting on Feb 21, 2009. In the meantime, drive safely and Happy Holidays!
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S

hade Tree Garage has invited us once again this month for a Tire Kicking and Tech Session. They hosted a
tech session in May and our members were treated to an enjoyable and informative technical discussion and
demonstration on our beloved Benz’s. Some members were able to inspect their vehicles on lifts in the spacious
workshop, so you don’t want to miss this popular event. As usual, there is no charge for Tech Sessions, but we do
need to know if you will be attending. Doors will open at 9 AM for some Tire Kicking and the Tech Session starts
at 10 AM and should be concluded by noon. Coffee, juice, bagels and doughnuts will be served.
Please register by Nov. 10 with Lucille Chabala, 6 Brook Way, West Orange, NJ 07052 luluchab@aol.com

Name(s):___________________________________________
Email:__________________________
No. of Cars:_________________ No. of People Attending:________________
Lucille Chabala, 6 Brook Way, West Orange, NJ 07052

luluchab@aol.com

973-731- 9133

Directions:
171 Washington St.
Morristown, NJ 07960 973-540-9880
RT. 287 SOUTH: Take exit 36,Lafayette Ave/CR-510 West, towards Morris Ave. Follow Rt 510 West, turning right
onto 202N/24W/510W. Continue to follow Rt 202SOUTH/ 24 W/510W while turning slightly left and then turn
right onto Washington Street/24W/510W. Follow until 171 Washington Street, on your right side.
Look for “ High Marques” which is a Used Car Dealer, specializing in Porsche. Shade Tree Garage is in the rear of
the building.
RT. 287 NORTH: Take exit 36 B, Lafayette Ave/CR510 West, then follow directions above.

S

tart off the New Year on Jan 10 with a visit to the brand new Mercedes-Benz
authorized dealership in Flemington, NJ.
Kip Leming, the dealership's Service Manager, will host a complete tour of their
new facility, serve a light lunch and even do “an on lift” check of our vehicles. They currently have a SLR in the showroom and will also have a CLK63 Black Series on display,
along with other new Star Cars.
The Dealership is located directly across from where the old Flemington Fair & Race Track was located. You may
access Mercedes-Benz of Flemington’s Website at http://mbflemington.reachlocal.net/portal/site/DWS51144/
For those who have never been to Flemington, it has a large selection of designer outlet stores and a Main Street
area with lots of antique stores and restaurants. Please complete the attendance coupon found on page 11, so that
we may get an accurate head count of who is participating. Starting time should be around 10:00 AM. Snow date
is Jan 24. You should finish in plenty of time to do some great “close out” shopping in Flemington, NJ.
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High
Gear
John Kuhn Bleimaier

W

hat is it that makes old cars
attractive to us? Is it some
intrinsic aesthetic appeal possessed
by the designs of yesteryear when
all the manufacturers built automobiles which looked
distinctive? Is it
the mechanical
nature of vehicles
built before the all
pervasiveness of
electronics? Or is
our interest in vintage motorcars merely a manifestation of nostalgia?

W

ell, I suppose we can state
pretty definitively that nostalgia is a key component in the motivation of automotive investors. We
only have to look at classic car auction results to see that values are
intimately tied to memory lane. As
the folks who can personally remember the ’20 and ‘30s are gradually transitioning to that great car
show in the sky, the relative prices
of Stutz Bearcats, Mercer Raceabouts and Model A Fords have
gone into decline. At the same time
the relative values of muscle cars
and pony cars have gone through
the roof. Since the intrinsic value of
a Camaro does not surpass that of a
Hupmobile, the investor market is
driven by nostalgia. However, after
a careful analysis of what speculators have done to our national economy as a whole, I am prepared to
tell them all to go fly a kite! What
motivates investor interest in automobiles doesn’t interest me a bit.

I

was at a Porsche Club of America event at Pocono Raceway a
couple of weeks back and happened

to chat with an enthusiast who was
driving a 1966 Porsche 911. We
talked at length about his very nice
automobile. The Porsche driver told
me that he also owns a 2007 Zuffenhausen charger,
but that his favorite driving car is
the vintage 1966.
He said, “It’s just
more engaging.”
BINGO!
“Engagement,”
that’s the key to the attraction of
old cars. When you “heal and toe,”
“double clutch,” “set up” the suspension for a curve, “blip” the throttle,
“saw” the tiller… now you are driving.

But both these cars are totally engaging to drive. You are completely
in control in both the classic 911
and the vintage 230SL. You select
the cog. You keep the revs at the
proper point on the torque curve.
You control over steer with your
right foot based on sensations felt at
the fingertips and the seat of your
pants. It doesn’t get any better than
this It’s not just a German thing.
Sure both the Porsche and the Mercedes hail from the diminutive, erstwhile principality of Schwabia. But
a Lancia Flaminia, Simca Matra,
Volvo 1800E or Lotus Elan of the
period would also provide
“engagement” by the bucketful.

N

ow, does all this mean that we
enthusiasts are relegated to
the classic car stable in order to satisfy our fundamental needs? Not
entirely. Sure, when it comes to taking a drive along the winding back
roads through the swirling leaves of
autumn, I’m going to take my old
nterestingly the ’66 911 has more Mercedes Finback out of the barn
and pull on my string back driving
in common with a ’66 Mercedes
gloves. However, it is still possible
230SL than either car has with
to order a new car which will protheir successors of 2008. Granted
vide a satisfying level of engagethe elderly Porsche and the Merment in the everyday world. Just by
cedes old timer have their engines
at opposite ends of the chassis. One way of example, you could purchase
is cooled by air, the other by water. a base model Mercedes 350SLK
with 6 speed manual transmission
and sport suspension. OK. Now put
down the top, shut down the “ESP,”
depress the clutch pedal, snick the
gear lever into first, let out the
clutch, feather the throttle and
point your star toward a double
apex curve. You’re feeling the
“engagement,” right?

I
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The NNJS Holiday Party will be held on Saturday, December 6, 2008. This
year it will be dinner and dancing in the Giovanna Room at San Carlo in
Lyndhurst, NJ. There will be a Cocktail Hour (cash bar) from 6 – 7 with hot
and cold passed hors d’ouevres including lamb chops and shrimp cocktail. We will then enjoy a sit down- dinner, beginning with a salad, fresh fruit, and a tableside choice of Chilean Sea Bass, Beef Wellington, Stuffed breast of Capon,
or Vegetarian, followed by a Viennese Table and Coffee – espresso/ cappuccino.

P

ete Limone will once again provide the music for your listening, dancing, and singing pleasure. If you have any
requests, just let Pete know and he will play them for you. As many of you already know, Pete is very talented and
plays several musical instruments as well as sings. Some of our braver members may even like to show off their vocal
talents during the evening.

W

e will also be continuing our “Toys for Tots” tradition this year – so start looking for a great gift for a needy child
and bring it with you to the party – please do not wrap it. Each year the people are amazed at the variety and
quality of the gifts that our club donates and are always very appreciative of our generosity.

T

he cost per person will be $65.00. If you are the first person to send in your reservation, there will be a special
prize awaiting you at the party.

‘Tis the Holiday Season so ladies you may just want to put on one of those dressy dresses and get your Sweetie to put
on his best suit or Tux and take you out for a wonderful evening of dinner and dancing. Gentlemen, it is time for you to
put a little extra shine on your shoes and strut your stuff on the dance floor and show off your special gal. So grab your
partner or just come by yourself and join in the festivities with the rest of the group.
FYI – the parking lot is huge and there will be valet parking. There is also a covered area when you exit your car so you
do not have to worry if the weather is inclement. There are no steps in
the area of the building that we will be having our party.
The San Carlo is located at 620 Stuyvesant Avenue. Lyndhurst, New
Jersey 07071. Tel: (201) 933-3400 Directions at http://thesancarlo.com

Please complete the coupon below and mail before November27th
with payment to
Lucille Chabala / 6 Brook Way / West Orange, NJ 07052 LuluChab@aol.com or 973-731-9133
Please make checks payable to:
NNJS-MBCA
Names:__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number: _________________________________________Email address:___________________________________
____ # of people attending @ $65.00 = ________
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by Andreas Molde

STORAGE OF VEHICLES EQUIPPED WITH HIGH PERFORMANCE TIRES
High performance tires are typically made with nylon overlay that enables the tires to achieve the
designated speed rating and also enhance tire handling capabilities.
Nylon material has memory retention and when stored for long periods of time without movement, may
flat spot. With this in mind, the following steps should be taken to avoid flat spotting
when vehicles equipped with high performance tires are not used for periods of time.
New vehicles should be stored with 44 psi in the tires. If the vehicle is operated, the air
pressure should be reduced to the recommended operating pressure and then increased
to 44 psi prior to being placed back into storage.
All vehicles stored for periods longer than 30 days, should be stored with 44 psi in the
tires and be moved several feet at least once during each 30 day period so that a different portion of the tread contacts the ground.
ALL VEHICLES WITH TIRE PRESSURE MONITORING SYSTEM (TPMS)
Just a reminder that with the cold weather arriving, there may be an increase in the number of vehicles triggering TPMS warnings. With the cooler weather, vehicles which have not had their tire pressures maintained in
the last several months are quite likely to trigger codes for low pressure and activate the warning message/
light.
TIRE DAMAGE CAUSED BY PRESSURE WASHER
Cleaning road wheels with a pressure washer can cause damage to the mounted tire. Damage to the tire occurs mainly to the sidewall The applied water temperature itself is not of
importance. The pulsating water jet causes the tire to vibrate at the area under pressure.
The friction heat created does not dissipate quickly enough and can cause localized overheating and melting damage. Note: Tires damaged that way, must be replaced. Cleaning Instructions: 1. Do not use round jet nozzles, because the water jet can damage a tire in less than one second from a distance of 75 cm (30 in.) when aimed at the same spot. 2. When using flat 25° fan jet nozzles and dirt removal tool, observe a minimum distance of 30 cm. (12 in.) Do not direct the water jet at the same spot of the tire, but move it
around continuously.

Start off the New Year on Jan 10th with a visit to the new Mercedes-Benz authorized dealership in Flemington, NJ
See page 8 for details ---- Please register by Jan 5th

Name(s):______________________________________________________________________________
Email:________________________________ No. of Vehicles:________ No. Attending:_________
Lucille Chabala LuluChab@aol.com or 973-731-9133
6 Brook Way West Orange, NJ 07052

NORTHERN NEW JERSEY SECTION —
MERCED ES-B ENZ CLUB OF AMERICA
150 Leeds Ct.
Madison, NJ 07940

NNJS Upcoming Events
Saturday, November 15-15--Tire
Kick--

Saturday, February 21-Board
21--Open
--

ing/Tech Session--Shade Tree Ga-

Meeting & Luncheon--Stonefire Grill--

rage--Morristown, NJ--See page 8

Randolph, NJ--Details in next issue

November 2121-23, 2008-2008--November
--

Saturday, March 14-14-- GLK introduc-

weekend in Cape May, NJ--See

tion--Benzel-Busch--Englewood, NJ--

page 4

Details in next issue

Saturday, December 6-6--Annual
--

Sunday, April 19-Antiques
19--Annual
--

Holiday Party--Giovanna Room at

Road Show--Details in next issue

San Carlo in Lyndhurst, NJ--See
page 10
Saturday, January 10, 2009-2009--New
-Dealer Introduction at MercedesBenz of Flemington--See Page 8

