
M BUSA Headquarters in 
Montvale, New Jersey was 

once again the setting for the long-
est running car show in the history 
of MBCA.  For those of you who 
do not know this interesting bit of 
MBCA history, The Mercedes Benz 
Club of America was founded on 
June 6, 1956 in Florham Park, NJ 
by Dr. Milton Allen of Summit, NJ 
and was then incorporated in NJ on 

November 22, 1956. 

V alentine O’Connor, Moritz 
Patzke, and their helpers 

turned the building, grounds and 
the parking lots of MBUSA into a 
spectacular showcase for our Star-
ships and a relaxing sanctuary for 
us to enjoy the wonderful events of 
the day. One could not help but 
notice the groupings of tables, 
chairs, and umbrellas for us to con-
gregate at and enjoy the view of the 
cars as they proudly displayed 
themselves while purring along the 
driveway or preening in the glori-

ous sunlight for all to admire. 

T he cars were nothing short of 
breathtaking. They spanned 55 

years of Starship craftsmanship. 
The granddaddy of all the Stars was 
David Stitzer’s impeccable 1953 
300S complete with matching lug-
gage. Bill Miller and Amy 
McKenna each brought a 220S to 
round out Class 3. The 50’s were 
not to be forgotten in Class 4 as we 
were so well re-
minded by Eckart 
Scheffler’s beauti-
ful burgundy 1957 
300SL and Carol 
and Bob Fisher’s 
gorgeous 1959 
300SL. The two cars were real eye 
catchers. Not to be outdone, Tony 
Libertelli’s 1959 cream 180a pon-
toon was a big hit in the Popular 
Vote section. Some of the young-
sters included a very intelligent 
vehicle, a 2008 Smart car owned by 
Werner Fehlauer, our Mid-Atlantic 

Regional Director. The 2008’s put 
on an excellent showing with James 
Potts’ CLK 63, Hank and Trudy 
Haverkamp’s ML320CDI, Joe Lo-
Faro’s SL55AMG, and Mark Slus-

cavage’s C300. 

T hose aforementioned vehicles 
are only a few of the 81 cars 

that registered for the 45th Annual 
June Jamboree. There were just too 
many wonderful vehicles to be 
listed in this article, but rest as-
sured, all of the cars and their proud 
owners can be 
found in the re-
sults section 
starting on page 

6.  

T he day 
started early 

with the worker 
bees arriving before 7 am in order 
to have everything in place before 
the event started. All was ready and 
in order as the first participant 
pulled into the driveway and en-
tered the building to pick up their 
vehicle registration packet and 
welcome gift before placing their 
car in their assigned display space. 
The lobby of the building was 
buzzing as Lucille Chabala and 
Valerie Cristiano kept the registra-
tion flowing smoothly. The cars 
then headed up to the parking lot 
where our expert traffic coordina-
tors Don Rotolo, Rocky Miranti, 

Paul LaPenta, and 
Richard Luongo 
directed the Star-
ships to their re-
spective positions. 
A well deserved 
“Thank you” to all 

those who donated items for our 
door prizes and auction: Benzel 
Busch, Contemporary, Doug de-
Board, Gliptone, Globe Motors, 
Intercar,  MBUSA, MB of Free-
hold, Millenium, Prestige, Prince-
ton Motor Sport, Ray Catena, and 
Total Oil. Without the support and 

sponsorship of these people and 
companies, our club would not be 
able to offer its members as much 
as it does at events like these 

throughout the year.  

O nce again, Nora Ochwat ably 
assisted by Brenda Calabro 

helped to make our silent auction a 
success. Our lovely 50-50 ladies 
certainly made the rounds again this 
year – people were even looking for 
and chasing them in order to buy 
tickets – kudos to Loni Spingarn, 

Fran Milite, and Julie 
Levine. Our scorekeepers 
had their calculators tap-
ping with the record num-
ber of vehicles this year – 
way to go Lucille Cha-
bala, Valerie Cristiano, 
Brenda Calabro, Rocky 
Miranti, and our com-

puter scorekeeper – Joe Grattan.  

A fter the judging and voting 
was finished we all gathered 

in the cafeteria or on the patio for a 
mouthwatering lunch of hot dogs, 
hamburgers, German sausages, 
sauerkraut, and much more while 
the results were being tabulated. 
When most were finished eating 
and had a little more time to relax, 
NNJS President Doug Ochwat 
spoke to the group and presented 
membership pins: 25 years – Wil-
liam Miller and Eckart Scheffler; 
15 years – Frank Chabala and Alan 
Simkatis; 10 years – Doug Ochwat; 
and 5 years – Joe Grattan. Then 
Josie Lesler, National Membership 
Chair, spent a few minutes address-
ing the crowd in the cafeteria and 
letting them know about some of 
the benefits of being a MBCA 
member. Josie had spent the day 
circulating amongst the group while 
they were outside viewing the cars 
and greeting people on a personal 
level. Josie also managed to distrib-
ute some adorable items from the 
NBO to our members.                                    

Continued on page 2 
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FOR SALE: E-Z Top ceiling mounted hoist for SL W129 hard top, not Panorama. Manual version (works with electric drill) as 
advertised in The Star. Used 5 seasons. All mounting hardware and instructions. Cost $463. Will sell for $75 or best offer. 
Pickup in NYC. Call 646-386-7564 anytime. Richard Van Deusen  

FOR SALE:   2001 Mercedes-Benz SLK 320  Absolutely stunning V-6 roadster. Automatic, 
Heated seats, 6 Disk CD changer, Wood trim, New Michelins. Not a ding, dent or mark 
ever, perfect in every way. Always dealer serviced, needs nothing, 57k miles, Silver with Black 
interior. All manuals, documentation, receipts and a Car Fax report. Garaged and pampered all its 
life. The car looks brand new inside and out. No disappointments.  $16,500 or B/O  973-777-7760 
days, 973-731-5524 eves. Cell 845-893-7915 
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T he focus of my comments will be a little different from the past in this newsletter.  I’ll use most of my column 
to talk about our 45th Annual June Jamboree, which took place on June 14th at MBUSA headquarters.  First of 

all, thank you! Thank you, to MBUSA, for the use of their facilities, their generous prizes and most of all for their 
support.  Secondly, thank you to our dealer network and other supporters for their generosity with door prizes. Last, 
and by no means least, thank you to our membership, starting at the very top of MBCA with Peter Lesler, our Na-
tional President, and his wife Josie Lesler, National Membership Chairperson for being there with Pete acting as our 

chief judge.  

T hank you to our Regional Director, Werner Fehlauer, our section officers and board members, the attendees from many other 
sections (Maine, NE Pennsylvania, Greater Washington, Delaware Valley, South Jersey, and 16 members from Lea Level), our 

judges, our 50/50 and silent auction sellers, and everyone who helped out or simply attended and enjoyed the day.  To say that the 
event was a huge success would be an understatement. 83 cars were shown, over 100 prizes were given out in the raffle and we had 
over 250 attendees.   In addition everyone had the opportunity to experience the new GLK which won’t be sold in the USA for an-
other six months.  What a wonderful family experience. I don’t believe it would be a stretch to say that No. 45 was our most success-
ful Jamboree ever, and it’s all because of everyone mentioned above (and those I’ve inadvertently forgotten) contributing to the ef-
fort.   I’ll close by mentioning that we have a summer driving event coming up on July 26th, followed by the annual regional picnic 
on September 20th and Oktoberfest on September 27th.  We will close our year with a weekend away in Cape May on November 21-
23, and our annual Christmas/Holiday party on December 6th.   If you are not attending some of these events, you are missing out on 

a lot of fun. 

From the President From the President From the President From the President - Doug OchwatDoug OchwatDoug OchwatDoug Ochwat 

STAR TRACKS 2008 

FOR SALE: Two Michelin Pilot Tires, 225/40 18.  Not sure if these would fit any particular StarShip.  $75 for the pair.      
Dennis: DYZE911@aol.com  732 494 8001  

  Continued from page 1                                                    

D oug also presented a plaque to our section 

Treasurer and Registrar, Lucille Chabala, 

for all of her years of dedication and hard work. 

Lucille has been the Treasurer and Registrar of 

our section for over 11 years. Lucille is one of 

those people who is usually in the background 

and most people have no idea of just how much 

time and effort she puts in to help keeping the 

club run smoothly. She always has a smile on 

her face and is an absolute delight to work with. 

F inally it was time to announce the winners 

of the Concours and Popular Vote Car 

Show. Doug turned the mike over to Valerie 

Cristiano and she announced the winners in 

each of the classes and categories and Pete 

Lesler presented the trophies and posed for 

photo ops with the proud winners. Pete then 

announced to the group the big winners of the 

day. He called the Judges’ Choice the car that 

the judges coveted the most and presented the 

award to Ronald Ferrelli and his gorgeous 1971 

280SE. Next it was time for the Best in Show, 

this prestigious award was presented to David 

Stitzer for his 1953 300S.  After the congratula-

tory handshakes and hugs it was time to bid 

adieu to one another and head out to our cars 

and begin the journey home. It was marvelous 

to watch the parade of Stars as they made their 

way homeward. The tops went down, the sun-

glasses went on, and we waved goodbye and 

started thinking about the upcoming 46th An-

nual June Jamboree and what surprises might 

be in store for next year.  
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Classic Coach Works 

 

 

 

 

Restorer specializing in Mercedes-Benz                        

and other classic cars 

Catering to private collectors at their home, garage 

or workshop for over 30 years                                                

in Pennsylvania and New Jersey 

Metal finishing and fabricating of complete               

body and body car parts 

Lead work - no plastic used 

30 miles radius of New Hope, PA 

Cars worked on: 

1937 230 Roadster, 1950’s 300 SL, 

1953 300 S Coupe, 1956 220 Sedan, 1953 220 Cabriolet 

John Tricarico    215-297-5843 

 

  

A  block of rooms has been set aside at the Marquis De 

Lafayette and Victorian Garden Restaurant, 501 

Beach Avenue, Cape May, NJ for the weekend of November 21-

23, 2008, although I’ve extended the dates to November 20th 

through November 24th for those who want to make it a long 

weekend.    

Y ou are responsible for your reservation. The hotel tele-phone is 800-257-0432.  In calling to make your reserva-

tion you must ask for Joan Haber at ext.151 and tell 

her you are with the Mercedes Benz NNJS. If you do not ask 

for Joan, you will not get the discounted rate. A room with two 

double beds is $124.00 per night for a three night stay. A suite 

with a king bed, sitting area and kitchenette is $154.00 per 

night for a three night stay. For a two night stay the room with 

two double beds is $174.00 per night, while the suite for two 

nights is $204.00 per night. These rates are based on double 

occupancy. All rooms have coffee maker, small refrigerator and 

microwave.  Breakfast is included. Every room has an ocean 

view.   An additional person in the room/suite is $25.00 per 

night.  The hotel is pet friendly, but an additional $20.00 per 

night is expected as is a $100.00 cash security deposit at 

check-in.   

T he importance of booking your rooms now is that if Joan doesn’t see any activity on that block, and people other 

than our group call for reservations she will start to take from 

our block. However, if she sees that the block has activity or 

has been satisfied Joan will add more rooms if they are avail-

able, and that of course depends on the flow of people not in 

our group. Rooms with king size beds are limited.  Your credit 

card will hold your reservation.  Approximately 30 days prior 

to your check-in your reservation will be charged to your card.  

If you choose to cancel prior to 30 days there is no cancellation 

fee.  

O nce your card is charged (but you choose to cancel up to 11 days prior to your check-in date) there is a $25.00 cancel-

lation fee.  Ten days or less, prior to your check-in, if you 

choose to cancel your reservation you will be charged one night 

of your reservation and the remaining night or nights will be 

refunded. Two group dinners are planned for Friday the 21st 

and Saturday the 22nd.   

M ore information will be forthcoming in STARTRACKS on restaurants, house tours, trolley tours and various inter-

esting activities in Cape May. A registration fee of $10.00 per 

person ($20.00 per couple) is payable by October 20th to NNJS 

MBUSA and sent to Lucille Chabala.   Please contact me if you 

are interested in participating in this November event, as it is 

essential to book rooms now.  Please call me at 908-852-7772 

or email me at  nbocatswamp@yahoo.com.  Additional informa-

tion and a mail-in coupon will be included on our Website.  

Hope to see you for this special event. 

                                                                                  Nora Ochwat 
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H opefully, by the time you read this, I am on vacation and  touring the Mercedes–Benz Museum and Factory in Stuttgart, which is a nice way to finish the first six months of the year. 

I t has been an exciting first half of the year for our section, which was topped off by one of best, if not the best June Jamboree ever. 

I t seems we not only had a record number Mercedes–Benz entries, but attendance also broke a record.   Most of all, everybody seemed to enjoy themselves and that is what it is all about!  I will not get into 

the June Jamboree too much, except to say “thank you” to all the judges, lot attendants and others, who came from just 

“around the corner” to as far away as South Jersey, Pennsylvania, Long Island and Washington, DC to help at our biggest 

event of the year. Space is limited in this (or any other column) so I can’t thank or mention  everybody individually, but I’d 

like to point out a few people who have never been to a June Jamboree before. I met three members of the Sea Level Section 

at our Judging Seminar with Pete Lesler, back in March 2008 for the first time. Before the seminar even started, they had 

already pledged their support for our upcoming 45th June Jamboree. Not only did they show up and enter their Mercedes-

Benz’s, but helped us with the judging. They promoted our event and “dragged” 13 more Sea Level Members to our June 

Jamboree!  Thank you Jerry Shapiro, Oliver Seligman, Louis Polumbo and to all of our fellow Sea Level Members. 

W hat a way to support a neighboring section!  On that  note, I like to point out the upcoming Tri-O-Rama in October, hosted by the Southern New Jersey Section. If you can help out in any way with the concours please contact Concours 

Chair Rocky Miranti at :  rockymiranti@aol.com   I look forward to the next six months and hope to see you at some of our 

events. 

Vice President’s Message…….Vice President’s Message…….Vice President’s Message…….Vice President’s Message…….Andreas MoldeAndreas MoldeAndreas MoldeAndreas Molde    

 

 

Saturday, Sept. 27th from 11 am to around 3:30 pm  —  Chubb Park, Chester, NJ 

On Old RT. 24 approximately 1 mile west of RT. 206                                                                              

Featuring Authentic Oktoberfest Music, Food, Folks wearing Official German Oktoberfest Outfits, Etc.  

Cost: $20.00 per car.   Here's what you get back, Up to $20.00 per car in food vouchers, free admission to the Oktober-

fest. Water, Coffee & Snacks are supplied by the club. Authentic Oktoberfest Music and Dancing.  

Trophies for Sedans, 2 door's & coupes, Wagons & SUV's, Roadsters & Convertibles, along with Best of Show.  

There will be a gag odometer trophy, and prize for best Lederhosen outfit.   Pre-

reservation is welcomed, although you may pay at the gate.  We would appreciate  a 

count of the amount of cars attending.  Please contact Lucille Chabala at Lulu-

Chab@aol.com or 973-731-9133.  Please direct any questions about the event to Bob Wegner at  

my280sl@verizon.net or 973- 515-0052  

Exclusive Mercedes-
Benz Grouping! 

 

 

 

                                    Name(s):_______________________________________________________ 

Address:________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:______________________Email:____________________ 

Cost: $20.00 per car if you are bringing one.  No cost per person to attend.  No. of cars being entered:____@20.00 

Please contact Lucille Chabala at LuluChab@aol.com or 973-731-9133 

6 Brook Way    West Orange, NJ  07052 
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Reminder: 

All submissions for the next Star Tracks 2008 
issue must be received by Ken Spingarn 

khs@openix.com by Aug 15, 2008 

We need your email address 

If you have not received NNJS notifications 
via email, please send your email address to 

JosephGrattan@aol.com 

Reminder: 

Did you know that For Sale ad submis-
sions are free for members?  All that is 
necessary is for you to email your ad to 

the editor by the15th of the month prior to 
publication.  You may include one or two 

digital photos with your ad.   

khs@openix.com 

 

www.mbca.org/northern 

_new_jersey/nnjmbca.html 

Click to follow link 

  

Class  3  

Name                               Year  Model                 Points 

1st   William Miller  1958  220S    408.435 

2nd   Amy McKenna  1958  220S    375.743 

Class  4  

1st   Bob Fisher  1959  300SL                 407.721 

2nd  Eckart Scheffler  1957  300SL                 399.620
   

Class  6  

1st   Ronald Ferrelli  1971  280SE                 408.232 

2nd   Keith Morgan  1967  250SE                 407.770 

Class  7  

1st  Loni Spingarn  1980  450SL                 412.655 

2nd   Frank Conforti  1986  560SL                 410.294 

3rd   Jerry Shapiro  1987  560SL                 408.013 

4th  Joe Grattan  1989                560SL                 407.406 

5th   Sylvia Sama  1989                560SL                 405.394 

6th   Claude Bennett  1978  450SL                 404.443 

7th   Larry Butler  1988                560SL                 403.401 

8th   Jerry Chenault  1986  560SL                 400.707 

9th   Marc Loranger  1984  380SL                 398.401 

Class  8  

1st   Paul Pinajian  1977  240D   414.544 

2nd   Rui Silva  1987  190e2.3                409.260  

3rd   Bob Milite  1994  E320   406.667 

4th   Oliver Seligman  1995  E320   406.542  

5th   Mark Sluscavage  1991  300TE                405.210 

Class  9  

1st   Burgess Berlin  1978  450SEL                 396.393 

2nd   Mark Sluscavage  1990  300SE                 372.465 

Class  10  

1st   Will Waterfield  1985  300CD                 401.599 

2nd   Bruce D’Alfonsi  1991  560SEC                 398.895  

                                                                                                               Continued on page 6                        
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Concours results continued from page 5 

Class  11  

1st   Tom Elder  2001  SLK320                401.327 

2nd   Leon Conrad  1990  500SL                398.563 

3rd   Mike Levine  2004  SLK   397.952 

4th  Richard Tynes  1990  500SL                386.647 

Class  12  

1st   Doug Ochwat  2003  C230  392.809  

2nd   Nancy Fehlauer  2008  Smart Car 391.544 

3rd   Joan Alexander  1994  C220  390.859 

Class  13  

1st                 Dean Nichols  2005  500CLK                395.501 

Class  14  

1st                 Dominick Citera  1998  500S  399.884 

Class  15  

1st                Dave Lamoreaux  1968  280SL                366.573 

2nd                Larry Frankel  1971  280SL                360.706 

Best in Show 

David Stitzer   1953  300S  415.513 

Judges Choice  

  Ronald Ferrelli  1971  280SE               408.232 

NEW (2003 – 2008)                                                                     

1st James T. Potts   2008  CLK63 

2nd Bob & Joan Donnelly  2007  CLK500cab 

3rd Mark Sluscavage   2008  C300 

 Mark Goldberg   2007  CL550coupe 

 Hank Haverkamp  2008  ML320cdi 

 Joe LoFaro   2008  SL55AMG 

 Julie Levine/Steve Rose  2005  SLK350 

MODERN SEDAN (1993 – 2002) 

1st Donna Veith   2001  E320 

2nd Robert Murphy   1994  E320 

3rd Daniel Pallone   1999  E320 

 Larry Taylor   1995  E320 

MODERN SPORT (1993 – 2002) 

1st Joe Cristiano   1995   E320 cab 

2nd Carl Schwartz   2002   SLK320 

3rd Nick Silva   1998  C280 sport 

 Joe LoFaro   1998  SL500 sport 

 John Bleimaier   2002  C230K 

OLD SEDAN (1983 – 1992) 

1ST Mark Sluscavage   1983
  240D 

2nd Roger Egolf   1992
  500E 

3rd Ann Drechel   1983
  380SL 

 Kurt Breitstein   1987
  420SEL 

 Bruce Trantner   1989
  420SEL 

 Nick Ford   1986
  420SEL 

Continued on page 7 
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continued from page 6 

OLD SPORT (1983 – 1992) 

1st Vinny Milo  
 1987  560SL 

2nd Stephen Spector  
 1991   300SL 

3rd Dennis Damascus 
 1990  560SEC 

VINTAGE (pre 1983) 

1st Frank Chabala  
 1965  220SE conv 

2nd Alexander Bergo  
 1961  190SL 

3rd Allen Wagner  
 1966  230 sedan 

 Will Waterfield  
 1982  240D 

 Bob & June Platz 
 1967  300SE 

 John Anaischik  
 1980   450SL 

 Ralph Esposito  
 1976  450SL 

 Robert McMinn  
 1968  280SL 

 Chris Sciales  
 1963  220SE 

 Juan Rueda  
 1968  280S 

 Louis Palumbo  
 1967  230SL 

 Frank Ghio  
 1977  450SL 

 Tony Libertelli  
 1959  180A 

 Allen Wagner  
 1966  230 sedan 

 John Herrlin  
 1961  190SL 
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O n May 31, 2008 about 20 members attended a detailing semi-
nar, led by Chris Covello of “All in the Details”.  We also 

had a special guest in attendance, Jim Sehl, founder and past presi-

dent of the Eastern Oklahoma Section. 

C hris walked us 
through the steps 

from “top to bottom” and 
answered a lot of ques-
tions. He told us to use 
straight rather than circu-
lar motion when washing 
and waxing a car. Also, 
you should not spray all 

the wheels with cleaner at the same time, but rather clean them one 
by one and get rid of those abrasive scrub pads! Finished surfaces 
and abrasive pads don’t mix well! If it is already too late for this 
advice, you can take comfort in the fact that  Chris can fix and refin-
ish your damaged aluminum wheels back to looking like new again. 

It was also interesting to 
hear that a soft top should 
not be cleaned with soap 
unless absolutely neces-
sary and then only spot 
treated, to protect the  
factory finish of the soft 
top material. Speaking of 
soap, leave the dishwasher 
detergent in the kitchen. 
Any quality car wash & 

wax soap will do the job and so will most wax and sealer products, 

but it really depends on the job at hand.  

W e realized throughout the seminar, that there is no one answer 
or solution to all of the different problems that arise, but 

rather the problems need to be assessed on an individual basis. 
Some cars may just see the sun at a show/concourse or are only 
weekend cruisers, while others are driven every day on the highway. 
Chris recommends to wax a daily driver every 3-6 months and 
points out that the life of wax or sealer can vary depending on how 
much it sees the outside elements. He also suggested taking care of 
your vehicle regularly and removing 
contaminants, which means after every 

rainfall or about every 10 days.  

S o, remove those bird droppings, 
tree sap, and whatever else you 

may have on your Mercedes  in a 
timely fashion and keep your paint 

waxed and protected.  

Chris can take care of all your detailing 
needs as well as removing those pesky 
shopping cart dings from the side of 

your car.    

“All in the Details” is located behind High Marques and next to 
the Shade Tree Garage at 169 Washington St. Morristown, NJ           
For any questions contact Chris at “www.All in the DetailsNJ.com ” 

or call 973-229-3227.    

Andreas Molde 

 

O n April 26, 2008 about 30 members of the Northern New Jersey Sec-

tion attended a Tech Session at Shade Tree Garage  Morristown, NJ. 

John O’Connor and his staff welcomed us at their new location and 
treated us to a nice breakfast. After “kicking” some tires, the Tech session 
began. Phil Eng, who has an advanced degree in automotive technology, 
had prepared a power point presentation for us, which highlighted the dif-
ferent brake and suspension systems on Mercedes-Benz. We also discussed 

wheels, tires and alignment and issues to look for on specific models.   

T here were  plenty of questions and all got answered.  Following this 
very informative session, eight of our members had the opportunity to 

have their Mercedes set up on lifts and received a professional inspection. 
One of our members left his Mercedes at the garage, due to a collapsed fuel 
tank(!) and several others made appointments for some much needed re-

pairs.  

I t is impressive to see an independent repair facility, that is as profes-

sional and current with new technology and diagnostic skills as Shade 

Tree Garage.  This certainly was one of our better Tech Sessions.                                  

Andreas Molde 
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D riving, is it a right or a privilege? 
Well, since you cannot very well live 

in our society without driving, I would be 
tempted to posit that being able to drive is 
a fundamental human right. However, 
there is a long line of 
judicial authority here in 
New Jersey holding that 
driving is a privilege be-
stowed, or withheld, by 
the state. Be that as it 
may. Whether right or 
privilege, driving is 
something, which we had 
better take very seriously. 
Obviously, the automobile is a dangerous 
instrumentality, deserving of respect. But 
from my perspective, operating a motor 
vehicle is such a source of inner fulfillment 
that it demands something akin to rever-
ence. 

I n most European countries the process 
of securing a drivers license is long, 

rigorous and demanding. You have to learn 
how to handle your automobile under a 
wide range of difficult conditions. Over 
there, drivers’ education involves careful 
analysis of the physics of handling and 
performance. It entails obtaining a more 
than rudimentary knowledge of mechanics. 
You must know how to operate a manual 
transmission, even if you ultimately decide 
to opt out of the good life and buy a slush 
box. It’s kind of ironic that in America, 
where our jurisprudence considers driving 
to be a privilege, the 
licensing process is 
ridiculously simple. In 
most states one can 
literally get out on the 
road knowing little 
more than that red 
means “stop” and 
green means “go.” 

I  just got back from 
Germany. I still 

feel the sense of exhilaration that comes 
from driving flat out on the A5 autobahn 
between Karlsruhe and Frankfurt, and ap-
proaching the limits of adhesion on the 

well-maintained and wonderfully banked 
tertiary roads of the Black Forest. In 
Europe folks drive fast and hard. At one 
point I was running a rented Opel Corsa at 
180 kmph on the highway and was passed 

by a new bluetech Diesel 
Mercedes as if I had been 
standing still And on the 
scenic byways motorists 
always overtake slower 
traffic, passing with verve 
and deliberation. While 
average road speeds are 
substantially higher than on 
this side of the Atlantic, my 

perception is that the incidence of serious 
accidents is not high. In my opinion this is 
the result of the fact that, by and large, 
Europeans operate their vehicles with a 
higher level of concentration. Driving is 
simply taken more seriously. 

N ow, even in this country, 
those of us who travel 

behind the silver star tend to 
operate our vehicles more con-
scientiously than do the drivers 
of lesser marques. The fact that 
we have selected a not-
inexpensive, performance vehi-
cle possessed of cutting edge 
active and passive safety features, says 
something about our priorities. Mercedes 
owners who take the time to join the Mer-
cedes-Benz Club of America are an even 
more elite cadre. One of the perquisites of 

membership is access to our 
club’s defensive driving 
courses and our track events. 
It is in this context that we 
can hone our driving skills 
and make ourselves into 
careful and competent ex-
perts, into trained driving 
enthusiasts. 
 While I was in the father-
land I visited several great 

classic car collections. But I also have an 
interest in walking around the every day 
car parks and examining the various vehi-
cles sold in Europe which never reach our 

shores. There are racy Alfa Romeos, 
sturdy FIATs, sexy Peugeots, and pesky 
Skodas: brand names not encountered as 
new vehicles in America for decades. I 
miss this locomotive diversity. It really 
was fun in the old days when we could 
purchase unfederalized Italian and French 
cars with all their quirkiness and character. 
I also like to look at the various Mercedes 
models which MBUSA does not choose to 
ship to these shores. First of all, there are 
the diminutive “A” and “B” class four door 
sedans which seem to me to possess higher 
IQs that the much vaunted SMART. And 
then there are the “C,” “E” and “S” class 
vehicles sold in Europe which are powered 
by high revving, small displacement en-
gines than we never get to see.  Most of 
all, when I’m on the other side I am posi-
tively impressed by the fact that the vast 
majority of cars on the road have manual 

transmissions. Now, 
does this signify that 
the Europeans are 
smarter and more dex-
terous than we are? 
Are they more sensi-
tive and demanding 
when it comes to per-
formance? Are their 

roads free of traffic jams and urban snarl?  
 

N o, no and again I say, “No!” They 
drive stick because they know how. 

If our student drivers were required to 
master the engagement and disengagement 
of the clutch and the snick, snick of the 
gear lever, Americans would also choose 
to experience the advantages of shifting for 
themselves and would be enjoying their 
driving experience to boot. My country-
men and women are second to none in 
their éclat, élan and esprit. If all Americans 
knew how to operate a manual tranny, 
most would opt to do so and would do it 
with nary a grinding cog or a missed ratio. 
Next thing you know, Uncle Sam would 
repeal the speed limit on the interstates and 
we could truly be the land of the free and 
the home of the brave. 

                               High                               High                               High                               High    

                                     Gear                                      Gear                                      Gear                                      Gear     
                                                                                                           John Kuhn Bleimaier 



Driving UP the River on a 

Sunday Afternoon!  

Sunday, July 27th. Imagine a quiet drive 
along the west bank of the Hudson through 
beautiful Palisades Interstate Park on a road 
100 feet below the Parkway surrounded by 
trees, with occasional glimpses of the Hud-

son River. 

This is Henry Hudson Drive which starts just 
south of Fort Lee and leaves you on the Pali-
sades Interstate Parkway northbound. We’ll 
rendezvous at 10:00 a.m. and plan to lunch 
in Piermont at around 2:00 p.m. Registration 
will be $10.00/car.  First, please e-mail 
Lucille Chabala or Carl Schwartz to get a 
headcount: Luluchab@aol.com or carlian-
schwartz@mac.com.  Get updates and fur-

ther info on our Website.  
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G et ready to enjoy our annual picnic at “Falkenhorst”, John Bleimaier’s 18
th century country home.  We will have some 

chairs and tables, but if you have your own please bring them.  The fourth Sunday in Septem-

ber will be hot and sunny, the smell of freshly mown grass will be in the air, free hamburgers, hot 

dogs, pizza, sodas and a bunch of other stuff will be on the tables under the tents. We will enjoy the 

friendly competition of a six category popular vote car show.  There will be a ‘silent auction’ 

(proceeds to charity).  Bring something lightly used.  John will have slides of the latest Concours at 

Pebble Beach; you will see and vote on a bunch of great Mercedes.  Sounds like a lot to do in one af-

ternoon, but we’ll squeeze it all in.  Plan to bring the kids.                                                                                                                           

T his event is co-sponsored by the two New Jersey sections.  There is no cost to you, but WE NEED A COUNT.  We have 

to buy the food, beverages and supplies.   Please complete and mail the coupon or contact Lucille Chaballa by phone or 

email.  Directions to “Falkenhorst” may be found on our website. 

I/We will be attending the MidAtlantic Regional Picnic on Saturday, September 20 beginning @10AM 

Name(s):_______________________________________________________________Email:______________________                             

               No. of people attending:__________           

               No. of cars to be displayed:________ 

Lucille Chaballa 6 Brook Way West Orange NJ  07052  973-731-9133 

LULUCHAB@aol.com 



 

Driving Up the River on a     

Sunday Afternoon--See Page 11 

150 Leeds Ct. 
Madison, NJ  07940 

NORTHERN NEW JERSEY SECTION — 
MERCEDES-BENZ CLUB OF AMERICA 

NNJS Upcoming Events 

Sunday, July 27Sunday, July 27Sunday, July 27Sunday, July 27--------Summer    Driving 
Event Along Henry Hudson River--
See page 11 

Saturday, September 20Saturday, September 20Saturday, September 20Saturday, September 20--------NNJS-
SJS Regional Picnic--------Falkenhorst--
Hopewell, NJ--See page 11 

Saturday, September 27Saturday, September 27Saturday, September 27Saturday, September 27--------
Oktoberfest--Chubb Park--Chester, 
NJ--See page 4 

Saturday, October 18Saturday, October 18Saturday, October 18Saturday, October 18--------Annual Fall 
Driving Tour--Details in next issue 

October 25October 25October 25October 25----28, 200828, 200828, 200828, 2008--------Tri-O-Rama--
Millville, NJ--See Page 9  

 

November 21November 21November 21November 21----23, 200823, 200823, 200823, 2008--------November 
Weekend Away in Cape May, NJ--
See page 3 

Saturday, December 6Saturday, December 6Saturday, December 6Saturday, December 6--------Annual Holi-
day Party--Details to be announced 

 

    

    

    

 

AACA annual meet featuring our 

own Mercedes-Benz section 

O n a clear and sunny Sunday in May  NNJ Section joined 200 other 

fine cars to be part of the Antique Automo-

bile Club of America's (AACA) annual 

meet and show at Automatic Switch Co. in 

Florham Park. 

W e had our own Mercedes section adjacent to the main area featuring 

about 20 of our cars – not for competition – 

but for our own enjoyment and to show-

case our Mercedes for others. Lots of clas-

sic cars to see and lots of good conversa-

tion.   

F ood, memorabilia and parts vendors rounded out the day with interesting 

items for sale.  Many of our members 

snatched up an extensive collection of old 

Mercedes-

Benz bro-

chures and 

pamphlets. 


